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Frineiples of Melical Ethice
«:§ the
Axnwricsn Medienl Association

Chapter U; Section 1,

Patience and deliccey shoull characterize all the acts of
a phyajcian. The confidences concerning individual or domestic
life entrusted by a petient to = physician and the defects of Heposi-
ticn or flaws of character sbserved in patients during medical
sttendance should be held as 2 trust spd should never be revealed
except whan fmperstively required by the lawe of the state, There
are occasions, however, when = physicisn must s&etetszaim whether
or not his duty to soclety reguires him $o tsby definite setion to
protect & healthy individual from becursing infected, because the
physician hae kmowledge, ~btained through the confidences entrusted
to him ap o physiclen, of 2 communicsble disease to which the
healthy {odividusl s sbout to be expored. In such 2 case, the
physician sheuld act ag he would desire mnother to act toward one
of his own family under like circumstances. Before he determines
his course, the physiclan should know the civil law of his cammme-
weslth concerning privileged communications, ©
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